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Charitable
Gift Annuities.
Pray. Plan. Give.

By Michelle E Lackey, 
Development 
Coordinator
Did you ever think 
of naming Joy El 
Ministries in your 
will for a fixed amount 

or a percentage in the form of a 
charitable gift annuity?
A Charitable Gift Annuity is available 
in an amount over $5000, whereby 
the donor receives an income, based 
on certain criteria, for the rest of 
their life.  At the donor’s death, the 
remaining funds become Joy El 
Ministries’.
Monies may be given to Joy El 
Ministries with instructions for 
their use.  
If you are interested, please contact 
me.  I would be happy to discuss 
options with you in more detail.  I can 
be reached at (717) 369-4539.

God’s Financial Resources
By Mike Smith, Business Manager

Last fall we saw the start of economic conditions in our country that 
we knew would impact our ministry. One particular area of concern 
for us was our campership fund. This year we began praying earlier 
and more fervently than usual for God to meet what we knew would 
be a huge need with so many families struggling to make ends meet. 

In the spring, we realized the need for campership funds would be over $5000.00. 
From our human perspective that seemed impossible to raise, but we serve a 
God who knows no shortages and we trusted Him to meet the need. Even as the 
summer camping season began and the number of campers who would need help 
to pay for camp rose to 310, we turned to the Lord in anticipation of seeing what 
he would do, how he would work. 

Though we can’t see God’s endless resources 
in the natural, we know from His Word that 
His unseen resources will always exceed our 
need. He chose this summer to prove it to us 
once again. As many of God’s generous people 
responded to the need of our campers, we saw 
His glory in amazing ways. 1) Every child who 
requested financial help had the opportunity 
to come to camp. 2) We saw a record number 
of campers attend camp in a year that was 
predicted by many to be a hard year for camps. 
3) We saw 200 children begin a relationship 
with Jesus. When we fix our eyes on what we 
can’t see, in this case God’s provision, we get 
eternal results!
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Intentional Discipleship
By Tanya Pearrell, Leadership Training Program Coordinator

Through our 4.12 Leadership Training Program we seek to instill in 
the students a desire to grow in their relationship with Christ and 
follow Him with wholehearted obedience. Every youth that joins this 
program comes to us as a blank slate. We can’t see God’s destiny for 
them, but we have faith in the unique plan that we know he has for 

each one of them. 

Every summer we say goodbye to those students who are graduating from the 
program. We are sometimes amazed at the transformation God has worked in 
them. One senior, Josh Wolfe, graduated this past summer after 4 years in the 
program. Josh began our program as an 
extremely shy young man, but through 
applying the biblical and leadership 
principles he learned in our program, 
he developed into a strong leader with a 
heart to minister to others. 

This fall we began with 100 students. 
Out of that number, 41 are brand new 
to our program. We don’t know how 
God will develop them over the next few 
years. Perhaps they will follow in Josh’s 
footsteps and become strong leaders. 
We hope so. Perhaps some of them will 
go on to become pastors, missionaries, 
evangelists or Christian leaders in other 
fields. We can’t see their future, but we 
trust the One who holds their future. 

Josh Wolfe talks “one to one” with one of his 
summer campers.

Over 300 summer campers benefited 
from the generosity of faithful 

supporters like you.

Looking at What We Can’t See
By Gary Hornbaker, Director of Released Time Ministries

As we start a new fall school season, we know that God is going before us and preparing the way for His kingdom 
to be advanced through the Released Time Bible Program (RT).  He is at work preparing people’s hearts, opening 
doors for us that seemed closed to us, and orchestrating the “impossible.”

Every summer we ask school districts for permission to distribute our Released Time permission forms. Many 
districts permit this, but others have not provided this opportunity for various reasons. Yet still we ask, trusting that 

God can move if we keep the faith. This summer we saw school districts grant permission that previously had not in the past. 
Both the Waynesboro Area School District (WASD) and the Washington County School District (WCSD) in Maryland allowed us 
to distribute permission forms to eligible students this year.  It has been 12 years since we had permission from the WASD and 
this is the first time ever for the WCSD.  At one Waynesboro school, even though we received permission, the forms were not 
given to every student, but rather the program was announced to the students and forms were made available upon request. At 
that school, God brought 73 students the first week—more than our bus could hold! God made a way!

We’re also seeing expansion growth in new places. One of our current volunteers has 
taken the lead to see that Hancock Elementary in Washington County soon has a Released 
Time program.  Over the past two months she has served diligently recruiting volunteers 
and securing a host location and transportation.  Even though that RT has not yet started, 
six potential volunteers came to our August training workshop.  We anticipate opening 
their class before the end of this year.

Often “what we can’t see” is how God works in the hearts of school officials, our 
volunteers and students.  While we will never know God’s full impact in that way, He does 
reveal glimpses to us.  Often it is made evident in children’s comments like: “You mean 
RT is over already?  I don’t want to go back to school,” or “I can’t wait to tell my listener 
about my day.”  As we fix our eyes on the eternal, I’m convinced that the unseen things will 
become visible as we see the fruits of God’s “invisible” work.

Camp Experiences 
God’s Unseen Resources

By Steve Rice, Program Coordinator

This summer at Camp Joy El we saw an incredible increase in campers, both 
in attendance and in spiritual decisions. Despite difficult economic times, 
God provided in amazing ways. We saw 19% growth in our summer camp 
programs, meaning that 191 more campers came to camp this summer over 
last summer. We saw our staffing needs met. Best of all, we saw 200 campers 
began a relationship with Jesus.

One Day Camper named Jackie* came to camp for the very first time and seemed to be 
enjoying herself, but she had a lot of questions. On Wednesday, Jackie didn’t come to Day 
Camp. Her counselor was disheartened because Wednesday’s theme was on salvation 
and the camping staff would be praying specifically for those campers who did not have a 
relationship with Jesus. 

Even though Jackie wasn’t at camp that day, the 
staff included Jackie in their prayers. No one 
knew until later, but at that evening Jackie’s older 
brother, a camper at Joy El the summer before, was 
answering Jackie’s questions about Jesus, the cross 
and sin.  The next day when she returned to camp, 
her heart was ready and Jackie began a relationship 
with Jesus!  

Through all of this I am reminded that God provides 
and if we ask in faith he can provide things that we 
can’t even see – such as he did for Jackie.  Perhaps 
God is prompting you to be part of impacting the 
unseen and touching a life with implications that 
will ring into eternity! If so, we would be happy to 
talk with you about how you can participate at Joy El 
with us.

*name has been changed

Summer counselors are trained to share 
the gospel in one-to-one settings with 

their campers.

Released Time listeners make a life-to-life 
impact on the students in that program.

Help Us Provide
Released Time for Children

Sauerkraut Dinner Planned for 
New Year’s Eve Day

Did you know that even though Released 
Time is provided to children free of 
charge, it costs $98 per child? If everyone 
reading this page would send this:

Joy El Ministries could provide the 
following for our Released Time Program

1.  3,255 Students to Attend 
Released Time

2.  Bus Transportation

3.  Insurance

4.  Staff Resources

5.  Bibles and Printed Materials

6.  Awards

This check could do a lot.
(Imagine what $1,000 could do!)

Please consider sending a gift in the 
envelope provided.

Joy El Ministries’ will once again hold its 
annual Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner on December 
31st at Camp Joy El. This event has been 
a favorite among area seniors for many years. 
All seniors age 55 and older are invited to take 
part. Admittance is free, but we ask attendees to 
bring a dessert to share. Dinner is scheduled to 
begin at 12 noon and will be followed by a brief 
presentation of Joy El’s programs. Following 
that the Joy Chorale seniors’ choir will entertain. 
This dinner is a public event, but reservations 
are required. We hope you’ll join us. To reserve 
your space, contact Jeanette at Joy El at               
717-369-4539 or email her at jeanette@joyel.org.

Ima Donor	 1001
100 Main St.
Anytown, USA 10001

Pay to:___________________________________  $____________

________________________________________________ Dollars

For:_ _____________________  _ ___________________________

Joy El Ministries

Released Time Program Ima Donor

Twenty-four and______________________________________________88/100

24.88



I am very bothered when I lose something. It becomes a major 
focus for me. Earlier this evening, I couldn’t find the stuff sack 
for my sleeping bag.  I knew it had to be somewhere around our 
clothesline, or perhaps in the basement, or maybe even inside 
the sleeping bag. I searched and searched for something I knew 
was around somewhere, but I couldn’t see it.  Finally I admitted 
the hopelessness of my case and asked my wife Stephanie to help 
me.  Knowing how hard I look for things, she seemed dubious, 
stating, “If you can’t find it, how could I?” Thankfully, she found it on the floor beside 
the washing machine.

I’ll just acknowledge it. I function best when I can see things. I think that is the case for 
most people. Don’t we all know the phrase, “I’ll believe it when I see it”?

Yet as believers we are called to believe in what we can’t see.  We have chosen 2 
Corinthians 4:18 to be our theme verse for the upcoming year: “So we fix our eyes 
not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is 
unseen is eternal.”

The reality is, we really can’t “see” God at work, but He is right here. He is changing 
hearts and lives. We want to make sure that we are looking for that which we can’t see.

God also calls us to look ahead.  Recently our staff and board evaluated our vision 
statement.  Our goal was to take our previous statement and simplify it.  We wanted to 
preserve the intent without as much verbiage.

I am pleased to let you see the statement that we believe God will soon bring into 
greater fulfillment: “With God’s miraculous power, Joy El Ministries will make disciples 
of Jesus Christ, who will expand God’s Kingdom around the world through spiritual 
multiplication.”

This summer we saw many lives changed.  This past ministry year we saw 571 children/
youth begin a relationship with Jesus Christ. Our Released Time students increased by 
7.8%, volunteers increased over 15%, summer camp attendance increased by 19%.  Our 
chapel is maxed beyond capacity.

Please continue to pray that God will provide for our daily financial and volunteer needs. 
Your prayers enable us to look at what we can’t see.

717.369.4539   www.joyel.org   info@joyel.org   
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“...delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well...” I Thessalonians 2:8

Mission Statement: We exist to glorify God by evangelizing, encouraging and equipping individuals for 
active ministry through released time, leadership training, camping programs.
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A Word from the Executive Director
By Aaron E. Ziebarth

futureWhat the Future 
Looks Like

The Privilege of Giving
Our commitment to you:
Joy El Ministries is 
a member of ECFA (the 
Evangelical Council for 
Financial Accountability). 
The ECFA seal (seen here) 
is an expression of our 
commitment to integrity in all aspects of 
our ministry. Please visit www.ecfa.org to 
find out more about ECFA. All donations to 
Joy El Ministries are tax-deductible.

Ways to give:
There are a variety of ways to support “life 
to life” discipleship ministry at Joy El. One 
may donate:

- Stock, bonds
- Cash
- Credit Card by phone
  (simply call our finance office)
- Charitable gift annuities
- Gifts in Kind
- Online donations
  (visit our website at www.joyel.org)

Your gift will help us share the gospel with 
children and youth in our Released Time, 
Leadership Training and Camping programs.
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What the Future Looks Like

Joy El Ministries
3741 Joy-El Drive

Greencastle, PA 17225-9001

Oct. 27	 Stewardship Banquet	 6:30 PM (Doors open at 6)
	 Lampeter UM, Lancaster
Oct. 29	 Stewardship Banquet	 6:30 PM (Doors open at 6)		
	 St. David’s EC Church, Dover
Oct. 31	 Joy El Jubilee	 10 AM to 4 PM
	
Nov. 5	 Stewardship Banquet	 6:30 PM (Doors open at 6)
	 Petra Christian Fellowship, New Holland
Nov. 6-8	 Jumpstart Connection	 7 PM Fri. to 2 PM Sun.
	 For students in grades 6 to 9
Nov. 12	 Stewardship Banquet	 6:30 PM (Doors open at 6)
	 Camp Joy El, Greencastle
Nov. 13-15	 Father-Son Connection	 7 PM Fri. to 2 PM Sun.
	 For sons in grades 1 to 8
Dec. 4-6	 Energizer Connection	 7 PM Fri. to 2 PM Sun.
	 For students in grades 2 to 5
Dec. 31	 Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner	 12 noon
	 Camp Joy El, Greencastle
Jan. 29-31	 Jumpstart Connection	 7 PM Fri. to 2 PM Sun.
	 For students in grades 6 to 9
Feb. 19-21	 Surge Connection	 7 PM Fri. to 2 PM Sun.
	 For students in grades 9 to 12
Mar. 5-7	 Energizer Connection	 7 PM Fri. to 2 PM Sun.
	 For students in grades 2 to 5
Apr. 23-25	 Father-Daughter Connection	 7 PM Fri. to 2 PM Sun.
	 For daughters in grades 1 to 8
Apr. 30 - May 2	 Father-Son Adventure	 7 PM Fri. to 2 PM Sun.
	 For sons in grades 2 to 8

Register for our Connection Events
Online at www.joyel.org

“You have inspired my daughter to commit herself to 
God and the ways of God. Thank you.”

“I feel very good about sending my child to Camp Joy El. 
I want my daughter to grow in the Lord, and Joy El is the 
perfect place to provide her with the tools she needs to face 
this difficult world.”

“My son really enjoyed himself at camp and we can 
see where it is good for him to have role models like 
the youth you have working with him... We hope to be 
using more of Joy El’s ministries. We feel it will assist 
us in making a huge impact on our son’s future.”

This is 
an artist’s 

rendition of 
the new splash 

ground we 
are hoping to 

build.

This new 
worship center 
is greatly 
needed to 
facilitate larger 
groups and 
provide a 
focused place 
of worship.

Mark Your Calendars

Follow Us as We Follow Christ
Want to stay up to date on what God is doing at Joy El? Or do you want information 
on upcoming events? Now you will find current updates and information about us by 
following us on Twitter or by joining our fan page on Facebook. To follow us on Twitter, 
simply search for CampJoyElMin. To join our Facebook fan 
page, search for Joy El Ministries.

Need information to come directly to you? We send regular 
updates and event information to subscribers of our email list. Sign 
up for our email news list by clicking the email list link on the lower 
left portion of our website’s home page at www.joyel.org. 


